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Safety Non-Negotiables (SNN)

Zinfra Group is committed to providing a safe workplace in line with our number one
company value – Health, Safety and the Environment. To bring this value to life, our
strategy is to directly manage critical hazards through Safety Non-Negotiables
(SNN’s) and systematically manage other safety risks.

All employees and vendors (whether suppliers, subcontractors or consultants) need
to consistently apply the relevant controls stipulated on these SNN’s across all Zinfra
Group controlled sites. Any deviation from these SNN’s will require a documented
risk assessment with approval of the direct manager and HSEQ manager.
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Definition – Electrical Hazards

Carrying out electrical work on an electrical installation or using portable electrical 
equipment.
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Electrical Hazard - examples

Work involving Electrical Hazards may include:
• Installation of electrical infrastructure;
• Working on or near exposed live electrical apparatus;
• Commissioning and testing;
• Metering and servicing;
• Fault response;
• Underground trenching and excavation;
• Working in a high risk induction environment.
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SNN Requirements

Item 1: Must have and follow the Safe Work Method Statement

Do you understand the hazards and risks with the work?
The most significant risk of working with electricity is a Fatality.
This may occur by:
• Electrocution
• Burns

Over the 10 year period from 2003 to 2012, 121 fatalities were a result of a
person making contact with electricity.
(Source: Safe Work Australia, Work-related traumatic injury fatalities, Australia 2012.)

What Safe Work Method Statements (SWMS) are relevant?
Are all the controls in the SWMS in place?
Is there anything unsafe that should be raised with your supe rvisor?
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SNN Requirements

Item 2: Only perform work on electrical installatio ns if licensed

Work on electrical installations (temporary and permanent) must be completed
and certified by a licenced electrician. Note: Apprentices yet to complete their
trade are not considered licenced

All personnel working on electrical equipment and installations must be suitably
trained, competent, and licenced to do so.
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SNN Requirements

Item 3: Tag electrical cables when installing tempo rary electrical 
systems

Construction wiring must be readily distinguishable from permanent wiring by
using cable sheaths of a different colour or by attaching tape with the words
‘construction wiring’ at intervals not exceeding 5 m.
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SNN Requirements

Item 4: Test all electrical installations in accordance wit h relevant
standards

Inspection and testing may occur through a visual or systematic regime of
inspection, test equipment and audits based on required specifications,
manufacturers’ and installer’s conditions, legislative requirements, Australian
Standards AS/NZS 3000:2000 Electrical installations and/or contractual
standards.
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SNN Requirements

Item 5: Only work on a live system after written authorisatio n

Each asset owner may have varied requirements regarding access and permit
conditions. These conditions must be identified and all permit conditions
followed.

Regardless of who is controlling the works e.g. Client or Zinfra, all permits must
be approved by an authorised person.

All permits must be received, reviewed and accepted by an authorised person.
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SNN Requirements

Item 6: Keep safe approach distances to all live electrical
installations

The safe approach distances is the minimum separation in air from an exposed
overhead conductor that should be maintained by a person, or any object held
by or in contact with that person e.g. operating mobile plant.

Before starting any work in the vicinity of a live electrical installation, it is
essential that the height and/or voltage is identified at the worksite.
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SNN Requirements

Item 6: Keep safe approach distances to all live electrical
installations - continued

Once the distance and voltage is determined, the approach distances will differ
depending on the technical knowledge and skills of the persons.

Approached distances are broken down into either untrained or
instructed/authorised.

Once identified, Safe Approach distances must be maintained.
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SNN Requirements

Item 7: Tag, lock and test all isolations before starting wor k

Lock-Out is a method to provide positive protection to an individual working on
an electrical system by using locks to establish a physical barrier to prevent
inadvertent introduction of electricity back into the system.
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SNN Requirements

Item 7: Tag, lock and test all isolations before starting wor k -
continued

Electrical tags provide information to others at the workplace
that the isolation is in place. The types of tagging normally used
are:

• Danger tags tells you someone is working on the electrical
equipment and that operation of that device may endanger
the person working on the system.

• Out of Service tags tells you the equipment must not be
operated.

• New to Service Tag tells you the equipment is new and
entering into service for the first time but not tested and
tagged.
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SNN Requirements

Item 8: Place individual lock and tag on isolation points

When applying personal lock or tags an individual must place their own lock and 
tag on isolation points.

G-HS-FS-00841 Version:1



SNN Requirements

Item 9: Only remove another person’s lock or tag af ter written 
authorisation

Do not remove another person’s lock or tag without written authorisation.
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SNN Requirements

Item 10: Connect all electrical equipment to a Resi dual Current 
Device (RCD) and test the device before use

All Electrical equipment must be connected to an RCD by either:

• Non-portable (or ‘fixed’) RCDs are installed at either the switchboard or a
fixed socket outlet and provide protection to electrical equipment plugged
into the outlet.

• Portable RCDs are generally plugged into a socket outlet and, depending on
design, may protect one or more items of electrical equipment.
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SNN Requirements

Item 11: Use portable electrical equipment that has a curren t test tag
attached and has been visually inspected before use

All portable electrical equipment and tools must be maintained in a safe condition
and regularly monitored.

Portable electrical equipment and tools must be tested and have a durable non-
reusable tag or label attached to the flexible cord indicating the following
information:
• Item description & identification number;
• Last Test Date;
• Next Test Due Date; and
• Identity of person that performed the test.
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SNN Requirements

Item 12: Tag out, and remove from use, any defectiv e equipment 

Any defective equipment must be tagged out and removed from service.
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SNN Requirements

Item 13: Do not join electrical extension leads

Electrical extension leads must not be joined together.
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SNN Requirements

Item 14: Keep all electrical leads that may be dama ged off the 
ground

All live extension cables used in a construction environment where there may be
potential for damage must be elevated off the ground.

Electrical leads should not be wrapped around structures (e.g. scaffold, handrails
etc.) and only placed on designed hooks.
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